PRUNING FRUIT TREES
TOGETHER

I. Qur Goal: To Have A Nice Looking Tree That Bears Fruit

II. Pruning Concepts
1. Heading Back- Reduces the height and width of the tree. Prune to a bud.

2. Directional Pruning- Pruning back to a bud that will grow in the desired
direction. Generally, prune to an outside bud.

3. Thinning Out- The removal of unwanted growth i.e. excess new growth
(3D’s) dead, diseased, damaged growth, crossing branches, water sprouts,
and suckers.

4. Drop Crotch Pruning- Reduces the height and width of the tree. Prune to a
) smaller branch.

III. Holding The Hand Pruner or Lopper Correctly

* Put the blade next to the part you want to save. Stubs don’t grow!

IV. Making the Perfect Cut

Cut 1/4 -1/2” above a bud at a 45 degree angle. The cut should parallel the
direction in which the bud is growing. When removing a branch, make a
close cut. Put the blade next to the part you want to save.

V. Dan’s Dominant Branch Concept

a. Head back every branch every year
b. The main thing, is to keep the main thing, the main thing

SHARE THE FRUIT WITH A NEW FRIEND



PRUNING AND TRAINING YOUNG FRUIT TREES

The author is Kim O. Roberts, Farm Advisor, Sonoma County

Any structure is only as strong as its supporting foundation. A fruit tree's main limb
system is a part of that foundation. By pruning and training, you guide the development
of the limb system.

AT PLANTING TIME

Prune after placing the tree in the orchard. Try to approach a balance
of top to roots. Since reduction of roots occurs when digging nursery
trees and by trimming away damaged roots, the top part should also be 5
reduced. LT !

Two ages or types of trees may be expected from the nursery.
These types are shown by the two drawings on either side. The
illustration on the left (A) is of a single whip without side limb de-
velopment. Prune or head this whip 6 to 12 inches above the posi-
tion on the trunk where you desire the uppermost primary limb.
This will allow a second pruning after growth has begun. Don't
disturb side buds at this time.

Trees may come from the nursery with side limbs (B) as shown at the /
right. Prune the tops of these trees just as you would the whip. Remove
all limbs except those chosen for primary limbs. Even those branches
selected for permanent structures should be cut back to one or twodor-
mant buds. Three branches are enough and should be so spaced around ’J B
the trunk that they balance the tree. Do not group branches

closely together. The three primary limbs should be 6 to 12
inches apart up the trunk. E :

SECOND HEADING AND LIMB SELECTION

In the late spring of the same year, a second heading is needed
(C and D). Several new shoots, grouped closely together near the
top, will appear. Remove these as in C or D. Bud development
below this will have started but it will be short or may be only a
cluster of leaves. If only leaves develop, they should be left.

With C, now also select three shoots or growing points for primary
limbs." These limbs should be 6 to 12 inches apart up the trunk. It
is not desirable to locate primary limbs opposite one another on a
trunk. Three primary limbs are enough. Remove all other growing
points, leaving only the selected scaffolds.

Train the young tree the first year (first leaf) to develop as you want it to
grow. Putting the growth into desired wood reduces growth waste and en-

a0 courages early bearing habits.

(Over)
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FIRST DORMANCY

The 1-year-old (in orchard) tree (E) should have grown much like the picture .
Note the three well spaced scaffolds with strong angled crotches. One primary
limb will often grow faster than the others. This is illustrated by the lower left
side primary in the picture. It is important that all limbs grow at the same rate.
Prune back the stronger growing limbs to keep the system even. Cut below the
height of the other scaffolds. This encourages more growth in the slower limbs
and holds back the strong grower. Avoid cutting back any of the primary limbs ,
if possible. Better secondary and side limb development occurs in minimal prun-
ing — called *'long pruning."

In young trees severely pruned ("short-pruned") during the formative years, long
slender primary limbs develop with fewer secondary or side branches. Cutting
the primary scaffold back to 18 inches or less causes new growth to develop close
to the pruning cut. Willowy branching and poor crotch angles lead to propping
problems. Each severe pruning delays bearing at least 1 year so it is best to let
the primary grow long, come into bearing, and then start pruning. Long-pruned
trees will begin significant fruiting in 4 or 5 years, and develop strong systems
requiring far less propping.

SECOND DORMANCY

This should be the last year the young tree (F) is pruned until it is in bear- >~
ing. Keep wild-growing limbs in balance. If a limb has been previously

cut back to suppress its growth, prune it a second time to a side branch, to

force overgrowth by the.remaining limbs, to slow the system, and to spread

the angle of growth.

YOUNG BEARING TREES

The tree pictured in G is good. It is not too brushy. The fine wood
ingide and low is the early fruiting wood. Removing it will cut down
the crop. This inside and low fine wood will shade out in time.

From now on, young bearing trees need pruning only to remove broken
wood, diseased limbs that rub, and limbs growing in the wrong direc-
tion.

If primary scaffolds are properly developed and the system is in bal-
.ance, good secondary limbs will grow. This is the foundation of long
life and early fruiting habit.

Pruning is a dwarfing practice in which the tree never totally regains
what is cut out, but which helps nature grow branches where they can
stay and produce.




Pruning Terminology: Plunt Framework
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